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tion and cicatrization. Six months later the patient returned to duty able- 
bodied in every way, and with good motion of the wrist-joint. 

The Ultimate Kesults op the Treatment of Goitre by Ligature 
of the Thyroid Arteries. 

The histories of twenty-one cases of goitre treated by ligature of the thyroid 
arteries, together with deductions drawn from personal experience and a 
careful study of the literature of the subject, are communicated by Rydygier 
(Archiv fur klin. Chirur., Bd. xl., Hft. 4). The majority of these cases were 
operated on in 1887 and 1888, so that sufficient time has elapsed to speak 
with some authority upon the final results. In all except the first case the 
two inferior and the two superior arteries were tied at one sitting, two ligatures 
being applied to each vessel, and the latter being divided between these 
threads. The fear, at one time entertained, that gangrene might follow this 
interference with the blood-supply of the thyroid, has been abundantly 
proved to be groundless, the crico thyroid arteries and the vessels of the 
oesophagus providing a sufficient supply to maintain the vitality of the part. 
The fear has also been entertained that ligation of all the arteries would be 
followed by the same systemic changes observed after total extirpation of the 
thyroid; as a matter of clinical fact, this result has not been observed, nor 
should it be expected, since it is found that the gland never disappears 
entirely. Simultaneous ligation of the four thyroid arteries is, however, 
not to be recommended in all cases. Thus in the fibrous goitre, this 
method is necessarily abortive, for cure is effected by the replacement 
of the parenchyma of the enlarged gland by fibrous tissue, which, in the 
course of its cicatricial contraction brings about disappearance of the enlarge¬ 
ment ; hence, when the tumor already consists of cicatricial tissue, cutting 
off of the blood-supply can be of little service. Also in the case of cystic 
goitre no good effect can be hoped from ligation of the arteries; indeed, when 
this method of treatment is adopted in struma gelatinica, it seems at times 
to favor the development of cysts. 

In colloid goitre a treatment by ligature is followed by distinct alleviation 
of the subjective symptoms. Tumors of great size are diminished only 
slightly, smaller tumors show much more marked improvement. This is 
probably because in recent cases, where the enlargement is not great, there 
is a large amount of unaltered gland tissue remaining It is the disappear¬ 
ance of this which occasions the diminution in the size of the growth. 

The best results follow this treatment when it is applied to moderately 
large, recent, parenchymatous goitres, where the glandular structure is little 
altered; these rapidly diminish in size after ligature of the supplying vessels, 
especially where the tumor is markedly vascular, and frequently the neck 
becomes entirely normal in appearance. 

Two Cases of Recurring Carcinoma of the Genitalia. 

Herzfeld ( Wien. klin. Woch., 8 Jahr., No. 32) holds that total extirpation 
of the uterus, either by abdominal incision or through the vagina, is not 
indicated in cases of carcinoma of the vaginal portion of the cervix uteri, 
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since other means, such as amputation, curetting, and the use of caustics or 
the actual cautery, give practically a9 favorable a prognosis and are not 
attended by as great danger to the life of the patient. It is well known that 
lasting cures have followed each of these milder methods of treatment; thus 
the author mentions having seen a case which had remained free from return 
of disease for twenty-nine years after amputation of the cervix for carcinoma. 
Two cases are reported in full. In the first, on account of cancer of the 
vaginal portion of the cervix, amputation by means of the galvano-cautery 
was practised in 1879. In 1889 the patient returned with a slight carcino¬ 
matous development about the meatus uriuarius; the site of the former ope¬ 
ration remained entirely healthy. The second case was operated upon, in 
1884, for epithelioma involving the clitoris; the thermo cautery was used. 
Five years later a small epitheliomatous nodule began to develop upon the 
right labium majus. This also was excised. 
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“Unrecognized Lesions of the Labyrinth.’’ 

Such is the title of the Cavendish Lecture, delivered before the West Lon¬ 
don Medico-Chirurgical Society, June 6, 1890, by Dr. Alexander Ogston, 
of the University of Aberdeen (The Medical Press, June 18, 1S90). Effusion 
into the labyrinth is first considered. Reference is here made to certain 
affections of the labyrinth, presenting symptoms somewhat similar to Me¬ 
niere’s disease, but of a different character and less striking in their features, 
and “ possibly nearly always overlooked or misinterpreted.” Among elderly 
or gouty subjects known to possess gouty or chronic rheumatic tendencies, 
or in those in whom it is fair to suppose that such conditions exist, there 
may be found attacks of what are termed “serous effusion into the labyrinth, 
with increased intra-labyrinthine pressure, a process analogous to glaucoma 
of the eyeball.” The patient observes “ that some morning, without any 
observable cause, he suffers from the feeling of tension in his ear.” This 
sensation of distention and discomfort usually rapidly increases during the 
first six or eight hours, and is attended with great distress and anxiety. It 
will also be found that the patient is deaf in the affected ear, and has tinnitus. 
It will be found that the hearing for a watch normally audible at twenty-five 
feet is now audible only two feet. The voice is relatively better heard. 

“ This deafness gives rise to a singular phenomenon in the region of the 
external auditory meatus. When, in a normal ear, the finger is brought in 
contact with the skin around the meatus, the individual both feels and hears 



